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Composer's Notes

El Ginat Egoz
(Into the Walnut Garden)

by Moshe Denburg

Text: Song of Songs -
Chapter VI. v. 11; Chapter VII. v. 12-13.

6:11 I went down into the walnut garden to see the fruits of the valley, and to see whether the vine
flourished, and the pomegranates budded.

7:12  Come my beloved let us go forth into the field; let us lodge in the villages.

7:13  Let us get up early to the vineyards; let us see if the vine flourish, whether the tender grape
appear, and the pomegranates bud forth: there I will give you my loves.

(transliterated Hebrew)

6:11  El ginat egoz yarad'ti, lir'ot b'ibei hanakhal, lir'ot hafar'kha hagefen, heineitsu harimonim.

7:12  L'kha dodi netsei hasade nalina bakfarim.

7:13  Nashkima lakramim, nir'e im par'kha hagefen, pitakh has'madar, heineitsu harimonim;
sham eten et dodai lakh.

The words of the biblical book, the Song of Songs, have for thousands of years served as a wellspring
of musical composition. The texts here were chosen for their very forthright exposition of love as a reflection
and inspiration of the natural world.

The music attempts to paint a picture of longing, of rapture, and of passion expressed, and sometimes even
misplaced. The overall material belongs in a Middle Eastern context, especially that of the music of Israel.

El Ginat Egoz is the fourth of a suite of pieces initiated by the Orchid Ensemble. The entire suite, still a
work in progress, is meant to be a musical journey from one end of the Silk Road to the other, and is called
Wan Li Xin (The Journey of Ten Thousand Miles). Needless to say, El Ginat Egoz belongs to the western end
of the Silk Road, by the shores of the Mediterranean.

- Moshe Denburg,
Vancouver, August 2006.



Instrumentation, Tunings, and Instructions
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Instructions
[More specifics are appended to the individual parts]

Choir
Voice accents - on repeated pitches under one slur - are indicated by a dotted slur.

Erhu
Accented grace notes are played on the beat. (e.g - measure 13)

Vibrato - Generally the erhu should minimize vibrato as much as possible, unless specifically indicated.
Some vibrato is tasteful on certain soloistic passages, but tuning will suffer in those contexts where the
erhu is playing a unison or harmony line, together with other instruments.

Zheng
Tremolo - The zheng player should play tremolo only on those notes so marked. Certain notes are marked 'non-trremolo',

as a reminder.
Vibrati - Sometimes vibrati are expressly called for, usually marked 'vib.'

Marimba
Cut eighth notes - There are cut eighth notes in measure 54, please play them as sixteenths.
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